
 

 
 
 

Architectural Review Committee 
City Hall Lower Level Conference Room, 151 Martin St. 

248.530.1880 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 4:03 p.m. 
 
Present: Larry Bertollini, Scott Bonney, Christopher Longe, Stacy Peterson  
 
City Staff: Joe Valentine, City Manager 
 Jana Ecker, Planning Director 
 John Donohue, Assistant Fire Chief 
 Joellen Haines, Assistant to the City Manager  
 
 
There was discussion by Larry Bertollini regarding approval of the minutes from the December 
1, 2015 meeting. Mr. Bertollini said he didn’t recall the Committee directing but rather discussing 
that the floor plan of the station should have the living quarters on the east side. Mr. Bonney 
said the merits of both plans were discussed, and the group settled on the idea that the living 
quarters be oriented on the east side. Bertollini wanted to strike that the Committee directed the 
orientation of the plan, only discussed the orientation as it was presented. Bertollini said he 
wanted it noted that in the site plan, the reason they recommended taking down the screen wall 
was because they had concerns that truck maneuvering would be tight, but it was the best that 
could be done with the size of the site.  
 
Motion by Larry Bertollini to approve the minutes as amended to strike that the Committee 
directed the orientation of the floor plan from the December 1, 2015 meeting, seconded by Scott 
Bonney, 3 yeas, 0 nays. The meeting notes from December 1, 2015 were approved as 
amended; 3-0. 
 
Stacy Peterson presented drawings based on the Dec. 1, meeting of the ARC regarding the 
Chesterfield Fire Station which addressed the comments from the Planning Board and the 
Architectural Review Committee. Sidock presented a different style, incorporated a lot more light 
into the apparatus bays, added additional-sized windows and orientation, improving the day 
room and the kitchen and dining areas and developed a site plan that addresses a public entry-
way with screening and privatization of the patio area.  
 
Scott Bonney noted that this new design suggests flat roofs of all varying heights, and said it 
suggests that one bay area would have to get taller for clearance to use the mezzanine as an 
exercise and storage unit. Bonney commented on how this design is quite a bit lower than the 
original, and said he likes that the design is discreet; with a more modern flair. Chris Longe 
agreed with him. Bonney said he personally liked the use of the clerestories to get light in, and 
the flag pole incorporated into the front gives it a classic look and makes a focal point. Bonney 
noted that the design proposes incorporating some cast stone into the side brick, which he 



would encourage as a nice idea. Bonney said he likes idea of a canopy which provides a great 
place for signage; to him it’s classy and feels like a lot of what is done in the downtown for retail 
signage, and makes it feel a little bit more urban and less suburban.  
 
Bertollini said he thinks Peterson has listened to what the Committee has recommended and 
appreciates the effort that was put into it. He noted that with the clerestory, the mezzanine area 
can get light, which makes a real nice entry. Bertollini said with regard to the placement of the 
parking area, the architects may want to get their pros and cons together if the Planning Board 
decides to address the idea of moving the entry to the east side. Bertollini said he is more in 
keeping with the existing scheme, because the fire fighters have a nice corner living space, but 
if the public visits, visitors have to walk across the bay area in front of the building. Bonney said 
he doesn’t think the public visits to the fire station are a common occurrence. Longe agreed. 
Bonney said it’s not like City Hall; it’s for an occasional event held at the fire station that people 
would be visiting.  
 
Assistant Fire Chief John Donohue commented that when they have large groups, they are 
brought in through the apparatus bay area which is open, and through the side door. When 
asked what he thought of the design by the Committee, Donohue said he thought it was a 
remodel of Chesterfield Fire Station. And the glass that is proposed all the way around has 
maintenance concerns. The fire station is designed for functionality, housing equipment, 
housing personnel and has become a place of refuge. By placing glass all the way around, it 
makes the station not a place of refuge for citizens if they were to come to the station to take 
shelter. As far as the mezzanine being all glass, trucks are washed three times a day, and on a 
93 degree day, the apparatus bay is already hot, not air conditioned, and for that to be a 
workout area with all that glass, it’s going to be 110 degrees, which is unusable. And, if it is 
going to be glass, he doesn’t want his personnel working out in the front of the station and being 
visible.  
 
Joe Valentine asked for clarification from Peterson about the temperature in the mezzanine 
which may make the area unusable in the summer area. Peterson said that on a 100 degree 
day, it would be unusable, but in a normal summer day, 80-90 degrees, there will be a lot of air 
circulation in that area. It has been done before, but this is not an air-conditioned space. 
 
Donohue said that once those trucks are washed, the humidity rises, and it is already hot and 
would be unusable space. Longe suggested that all the glass as a design scheme, that the 
amount of glass does not have to be as grand as it is here. Longe said the amount of glass was 
probably put in as a result of ARC and Planning Board comments. Longe said the size of the 
windows in the bay could probably be cut down.  
 
Bertollini asked Donohue to talk about the fire station being a place a refuge. Donohue said it 
has become a place of refuge when there are tornadoes or power outages, and people come 
into the station to get information and reassurance, and having that type of glass in there is not 
desirable for protecting the equipment, the personnel, and citizens seeking refuge at the station. 
 
Longe said that there needs to be more balance. Bonney said he thinks Stacy has captured the 
idea of the truck being highly visible, but it might not be necessary to do all of it, just focus on 
one section, and line up one truck with graphics on the side as a feature, as opposed to doing 
30 feet or 15 or 10 feet of glass. Bonney said clerestories all the way around the mezzanine 
seems excessive to him, and one could still capture some of that taller space and have some of 
it being an opaque metal stripping.  
 
The Committee discussed the idea of creating a nice space through lighting or color and making 
the ceiling height taller to the clerestory above the mezzanine, but there were some 
considerations about exhaust getting into the living area.  
 
Valentine asked for solutions to address the specific issue of warm temperatures in the workout 



area. Paddle fans were suggested to circulate the air. Bertollini questioned why it could not be 
air conditioned. Peterson said it would have to be sealed off from the apparatus bay to temper it. 
A wall fan was suggested as well.  
 
The Committee discussed the use of a screen wall between the sidewalk and the parking space 
using it functionally and as an artistic element, running the wall longer and low. 
 
The Committee made the following recommendations based on each elevation: 
 
South Elevation 

1. Add extra height to the clerestory above the mezzanine and add a pitched roof from front 
to rear with an overhang to shield glass. 

2. Parapet capped with metal coping over stone. 
3. Extend flagpole further down the building; add additional brackets for appearance and 

keep the flag height the same. 
 
West Elevation 

1. Include a pitched roof with less glass above bays. 
2. Remove clerestory glass and leave the corner glass element;  
3. Modify the proportion of the first floor window openings into apparatus bay. 

 
North Elevation 

1. Remove glass and add metal panels or Kalwall panels above bay. 
2. Eliminate glass in garage door. 
3. Blend roll up door color with the same color as brick. 

 
East Elevation 

1. Include a pitched roof over the clerestory, and leave the corner glass element. 
2. Increase landscaping 

 
Landscape Plan 

1. Put up a screen wall element, a minimum of 12” thick, that becomes a feature that 
doubles as seating along the frontage of Chesterfield Road, and wrap around the corner.  

2. Enhance the landscaping with big trees on the property. 
3. Use high quality barrier free signage for the area in front of the building. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 












